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A General Perspective on Stages of Historical Development of Epistemology

and Scholarship in Religion.
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Stage Two (Transition)
Dynamic interactions
between the emerging
belief & its surrounding
environments

Stage Three (Paradigm Status)

New revelation absorbs the accumulated
knowledge of its surrounding environment and
over time acquires the state of a paradigm that
may exent significant influence on cultural patterns
of thinking, feeling, and acting.
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1. The Revelation proclaimed by Baha’u’llah, His followers believe, is divine in origin, all-embracing in
scope, broad in its outlook, scientific in its method, humanitarian in its principles and dynamic in the
influence it exerts on the hearts and minds of men. The mission of the Founder of their Faith, they
conceive it to be, to proclaim that religious truth is not absolute but relative, that Divine Revelation is
continuous and progressive, that the Founders of all past religions, though differing in the non-
essential aspects of their teachings, “abide in the same Tabernacle, soar in the same heave, are seated
upon the same throne, utter the same speech and proclaim the same Faith”. His Cause, they have
already demonstrated, stands identified with, and revolves round, the principle of the organic unity of
mankind as representing the consummation of the whole process of human evolution. This final stage
in this stupendous evolution, they assert, is not only necessary but inevitable, that it is gradually
approaching, and that nothing short of the celestial potency with which a divinely-ordained Message
can claim to be endowed can succeed in establishing it.

The Baha’l Faith recognizes the unity of God and of His Prophets, upholds the principle of an unfettered
search after truth, condemns all forms of superstition and prejudice, teaches that the fundamental
purpose of religion is to promote concord and harmony, that it must go hand-in-hand with science,
and that it constitutes the sole and ultimate basis of a peaceful, an ordered and progressive society. It
inculcates the principle of equal opportunity, rights and privileges for both sexes, advocated
compulsory education, abolishes extremes of poverty and wealth, exalts work performed in the spirit
of service to the rank of worship, recommends the adoption of an auxiliary international language,
and provides the necessary agencies for the establishment and safeguarding of a permanent and
universal peace. (June 1933, from a letter written by Shoghi Effendi to the High Commissioner for
Palestine).
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